Collagen-rich tumors of soft tissues: an overview.
Although relatively common, soft tissue tumors frequently present diagnostic problems for practicing pathologists. Immunohistochemistry has facilitated the diagnosis of many mesenchymal tumors; however, there is considerable overlap in the staining profiles among cells demonstrating fibroblastic and myofibroblastic differentiation. It has been our experience that soft tissue tumors associated with abundant extracellular collagen deposition commonly cause problems in classification. One reason for this is that tumors displaying this morphology include representatives from different histogenetic families. Specifically, tumors exhibiting fibroblastic, myofibroblastic and even lipomatous differentiation may manifest as a densely collagenous mass. It is the purpose of this review to highlight these collagen-rich soft tissue tumors.